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He had been always ready and among the foremost to undertake any- 
thing that was to be done to promote their interests. The least they 
could do was to render him their ardent thanks for the kindness, the 
ability, and the zeal he had shown in his work ; he had made it a work 
of love, being convinced that the objects of the Society, and the prin- 
ciples on which it was founded, would ultimately gain the victory. 
The Chairman, in conclusion, called On the meeting to render their 
most sincere thanks to Mr. Brabrook on his resignation. 

Mr. Dendy expressed the thanks of the Society to the Director for 
the valuable services he had rendered in its management. There was, 
in addition to his other qualifications, one quality which, above all 
others, made him valuable in council and discussion, which was his 
clear and exact mode of reading, so that everything he read was per- 
fectly understood ; and he (Mr. Dendy) had often listened with admi- 
ration to his reading. Having been specially associated with Mr. 
Brabrook, occasionally, he had the opportunity of observing and ad- 
miring his gTeat tact and management. In conclusion, Mr. Dendy 
expressed his best wishes that, under whatever circumstances Mr. 
Brabrook might be placed, they would tend to his happiness and 
welfare. 

The motion having been passed with unanimous expressions of ap- 
j)roval, 

Mr. Brabeook said, it was impossible to conceal the emotion he felt 
at the flattering remarks of the gentleman who had proposed the vote 
of thanks, and the cordial reception of it by the meeting. Such ser- 
vices as he had rendered the Society had been overweighted by the 
honour of holding the office he had filled, as successor to the founder 
of the Society, Dr. Hunt. He trusted that in transferring it to who- 
ever might be appointed in his place its honour and dignity were un- 
diminislied. The success of the Society itself was assured, and depended 
in a very slight degree upon whoever might happen to be its executive 
officer. His earnest desire had been to discharge his duties with sym- 
pathy and good feeling, and he retired from office with no sentiment 
but one of gratitude to all with whom he had been concerned. 

The Chairman called attention to a number of photographs, which 
were exhibited by Mr. Pedroletti, of natives of Africa, China, India, 
and other people taken in the Sailors' Home. He then read a letter 
from Professor Broca of Paris, on the promotion of an Anthropological 
laboratory, which he said afforded the opportunity of acquiring valu- 
able instruction ; and he expressed a hope that the Anthropological 
Society of London would even have such a laboratory. 

The thanks of the meeting were given to Professor Broca for his 
communication. 

Dr. Chaenook then read a paper, of which the following is a short 
abstract, on " The PeojDles of Transylvania " : — 

The races embrace Hvmgarians, Szeklers, Flemish, Saxons, Ger- 
mans, Wallachs, Armenians, Bulgarians, Servians, Russians, Italians, 
Greeks, Jews, and Czig&iy or Gypsies. The Saxons have still the 
manners of the fatherland. There are few marriages of affection. 
Divorce may be had on the smallest pretence. The language is Low 
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German. The Ugri or Hungarians have been confounded with the 
Turkish tribe, called Uighurs. Ugorien probably means " high land," 
from Ostiak, ugor, " high." The Magyars are of the Asiatic type ; 
the eye is large and flashing, eyebrows large and bushy, moustache 
thick, teeth large and white, complexion often tanned with the sun. 
They are strong and well-proportioned. Some of the finest men are 
found among the lower orders. They are more polished than the 
Szeklers, are patriotic, hospitable, benevolent, possess much national 
pride, and take little interest in industrial pursuits, but are great 
politicians. The women age quickly. The Szeklers occui^ied the 
province as early as the eleventh century. Their identity with the 
Huns is doubtful. The name is from Magyar, szeh, "seat," hely, 
" place". They ai'e of medium stature, and more closely knit than 
the Magyar. The cranium is flat, face mostly oval, nose small and 
curved, mouth small, lips slightly raised, chin rounded, eyes fine and 
flashing, complexion somewhat tawny, hair usually black, but in the 
higlilands sometimes fair. They are energetic, and enduring, and 
make good soldiers. They are of a sanguine temper, independent, 
sober, thrifty, hospitable, unostentatious, and more enthusiastic 
than the Magyar. They are neat and cleanly in their persons 
and home. Beggary is a rarity. The lower orders are somewhat 
sensual, obstinate, and ambitious. The people speak Hungarian, but 
have a broader accent than the Magyar's. They seldom speak Ger- 
man; but are generally acquainted with the Wallachian. They 
are either Calvinists or Unitarians. More than half the peoples 
of Transylvania are Wallachs. They are most numerous in the 
central and western districts. The race is brachycephalic, and ap- 
proaches the Vendic type. The cranium is greater than that of 
any of the Austrian races, except the Slavonians, Magyars, and 
Czigany. Most of the Wallachs are dark ; but some are fair. 
They are great horse and cattle dealers, and are engaged in agxi- 
culture, and as drivers of the public conveyances. Their dwell- 
ings often swarm with vermin. They are sujjcrstitious, idle, and 
improvident, have little regard for law or authority, are great 
thieves and cowai'ds, have a mania for incendiarism, and are prolific ; 
they all wear woollen trousers and sandals. About Naszod they are 
of the better sort, well dressed, and the women are pretty. They are 
of the Greek or united Greek Church. The base of their language is 
Latin; it contains many words from Greek, Slavonic, Turkish, and 
German ; it is now the fashion to disuse words not derived from Latin, 
and to introduce others from French, Italian, and Spanish, which 
the peasants do not understand. Some Wallachs speak German. 
There are three Armenian towns. Gi'eat part of the trade is in the 
hands of Armenians and Greeks. The Armenians first came from Molda- 
via into Transylvania in 1672 ; others arrived at a later period. They 
are of middle size, some are rather stout ; the eyes, hair, etc., are dark ; 
the ladies are handsome, and make good housewives. The Armenians 
are a quiet, civil, hospitable people, scarcely troubling themselves about 
anything but trade. Though sharp in business, they are honest, and 
are much liked by the Magyars, with whom they often intermarry, but 
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not with the Saxons. They speak both Magyar and German. At 
Sztimos Ujvar, where they have a church, thej^ converse in Armenian. 
Their dress, manners, habits are the same as those of the Hungarians ; 
they were originally of the Greek cliurcli, but are now nearly all 
Roman Catholics. According to some, the Jews ari'ived in Transyl- 
vania towards the end of the first century ; there was a later influx at 
the taking of Constantinople. They dwell in and near market towns, 
and in villages among the Wallachs, are of the Rabbinite sect, and now 
enjoy full political rights and religious liberty. In external appear- 
ance the race peculiarity is unchanged ; there have been no inter- 
marriages. They acquire the Magyar, and when speaking it, it is scarcely 
possible to detect any diflerenoe between their pronunciation and that 
of the Magyars ; it is otherwise when spealcing German. The Czigfiny 
entered Transylvania in 1420, and probably had their name from 
the Persian zangi, an Egyptian, Ethiopian, Moor, Negro. They are 
very dark and of middle stature, but there are many fine men ; 
they are capable of endiuing any amount of cold or heat, and 
live to an advanced age. The most common diseases are measles, 
smallpox, and weakness of the eyes, occasioned by the smoke of 
their dwellings. They are fond of carrion, and are very dirtj'. They 
are found in all the markets. Some are carpenters, turners, pan- 
makers, or horse-dealers ; others wash gold from the rivers. Their 
most usual occupation is working in iron ; they are skilful ftirriers and 
blacksmiths, and better field labourers than the Wallachs. In no part 
of Europe is the gypsy language better preserved ; here it maintains 
its grammatical peculiarities ; this is accounted for hy the fact that 
here they have not been perseciited, but have been allowed to herd 
together. It has many words from the Turkish, Wallachian, Magyar, 
Slavonic, German, Latin, and Greek ; its A^ooabularj^ diffei's much from 
other gypsy dialects. Many gypsies also speak the Wallachian, and they 
are generally acquainted with tlie language, and conform to the religion 
of the district; their real religion is a mixture of fatalism and fetishism. 
In government returns they are set down as Christians. The located 
gypsies are generally honest, and the females virtuous. Some are 
sldhed in music : they place a violin in their children's hands at an early 
age, and keej) them in constant jjractice ; thej^ do not play from notes, 
nor perform many tunes, but execute with great perfection, and are ge- 
nerally led by a Hungarian. The musicians are looked uj^on as the gypsy 
nobility. The gypsies sometimes intermarry with the Wallachs. They 
have a sort of regular government, rather nominal than real ; their 
cliiefs are distinguished by the Slavonian title, Voyvode. Measure- 
ments and description of a Rumani skull in the collection of the An- 
thropological Society, by Dr. Carter Blake, were appended. 

Thanks were given to Dr. Charnock for his paper. 

The following remarks on Dr. Charnock's paper, communicated by 
the President of the Society, Dr. Beddoe, were then read. 

" I regret very much that I have not the opportunity of hearing 
Dr. Charnock's paper. Probably the few remarks I have to make upon 
its subject may have been anticipated therein ; nevertheless I submit 
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tliem, on the chance that they may aid in promoting disoussiou. They 
concern the Transylvanian Saxons ahnost exclusively. 

" Firstly, I wish to call the attention of the Society, supposing Dr. 
Charnock not to have done so, to the remarkable fact that the Saxon 
j^opulation is, or was till lately, rapidly decreasing in number. This is 
not to be accounted for by any of the causes that would most readily 
suggest themselves in a similar case. The countiy is fertile, and has 
a iairly good climate : it has not, for a century, suffered very severely 
from the ravages of war ; no extensive emigi-ation, that I am aware of, 
has taken jjlace. One author speaks of ' family pride' as the cause of 
the decrease, but does not further explain his meaning. There must 
be something in the habits and customs of the people either adverse to 
marriage and propagation, or prejudicial to infant life ; whatever it 
be, the resulting phenomena are gTeatly to be regTetted, the Saxons 
being, as reported, a fine race, physically and morally, thriving, in- 
dustrious, and well-conducted, and much siiperior to the Eoumans or 
Wallachs, who are multiplying so rapidly that they threaten at no 
distant period to swamp the Magyars, Szeklers, and Saxons.* I might 
add a good deal respecting the tendency to dwindle in numbers of 
certain highlj' eiidowed castes, breeds, or types of mankind ; and the 
subject would be interesting and important, as the popular idea that 
the superior race always gains on the infeiior seems to be too readily 
taken for granted ; but I forbear, as the connection of all this with 
Dr. Charnook's paper may be too remote. 

" I wish also, however, to draw attention to the fact that the settle- 
ment of Gennans in Transylvania, who may have been among the 
ancestors of the present Transylvanian Saxons, dates far beyond the 
l^eriod usually assigned. When the Gepidte were overwhelmed by the 
Avars, with the assistance of the Longobards, they wore not extirpated ; 
Long afterwards, in the course of an invasion of Hungary, or rather of 
the Avar countrjr, \)y an army from the Eastern Empire, the ravagers 
came upon and pillaged three communities of Gepidte, who seem to 
have been living quietly as subjects of the Avars, and taking no part 
in the war. Wave after wave of conquerors, or devastators, subse- 
quently rolled over the country, but just as the remains of some other 
of the early occupants seem to have escaped destruction by amalgama- 
tion with the Slavonic tribes, and to have left their race types among 
these, in the hilly regions of northern Hungary, for example ; so it 
seenas to me likely enough that fragments of the once formidable 
Gepida3 naay have endured, as subject agricultural communities, in 
some remote Transylvanian valleys, till the advent of a peoj^le so near 
akin to them as the Saxons from Westphalia and the Lower Rhine, 
with whom they may easily have amalgamated. 

" John Bjsddob." 

Mr. Lewis observed, in reference to that jjart of the paper which 
stated that divorces are more common among the Saxons than the 
Magyars, that it showed a greater want of chastity among the foi-mer 
than the latter. This was in accordance with statistics which he had 

* See Boner's Transylvania on tliis point. 
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seen relating to illegitimate births, but did not support the views of 
the admirers of the Teutons, who claimed chastity as a specially Teu.- 
tonic virtue. 

Mr. Pike hoped that some one would have added to the information 
in the paper about Transylvania, which seemed to be a place where 
much interesting information might be got, for many different nations 
were located there, and it might be regarded as a gxeat battle-field of an- 
thropology. Mr. Pike proceeded to criticise the paper, whi ch he described 
as containing too little definite information, and as quoting authori- 
ties of doubtful credibility, and he characterised it generally as being 
" inaccurately statistical." One thing, however, he said was to be 
gathered from the paper : that Dr. Chamock had altered his opinion 
on one important point. He used to say that language was eveiy- 
thing in distinguishing diflferent races, but in this paper he quoted 
opinions about the forms of the skull, from whicli it appeared that he 
now thought that there was something besides language to be taken 
into consideration in anthropology. He congratulated Dr. Chamock 
on having made that distinct advance in anthropological science. 

Dr. Nicholas thought the paper had given much information on an 
interesting subject. The reason why the Saxons of Transylvania spoke 
Low German was that they had emigrated into that country in large 
numbers from the region between the Rhine and the Elbe, taking of 
course their language with them. 

Dr. Charnock thanked Dr. Carter Blake for his remarks on the two 
Transylvanian crania in the Society's collection. The decrease of the 
Transylvanian Saxons, referred to by Dr. Beddoe, was a curious fact, 
because it was an actual decrease ; but it was first necessary to get at 
a proper return. According to Boner (quoting, no doubt, Bilz) in 1787 
the Saxons numbered 302,204, and in 1850 192,482; whilst another 
author made it 237,000 in the latter year. Again, Malte Brun put 
down the Saxons at 483,000, but the date of the return was dou.btful. 
Dr. Charnock had only glanced at Mr. Boner's work, but if he remem- 
bered rightly, the causes for such decrease, given by the author, were 
over-worls;, deficiency of food, early marriages, and inter-marrying. 
Dr. Beddoe seemed to be of opinion that the Saxons of Transyl- 
vania were not of modern importation, but were descended from the 
ancient Gepidce. These Saxons, however, had their traditions and 
history. The Gepidce were, as a nation, almost destroyed in the sixth 
century, some of them being can-ied into Italy ; others joining the 
Lombards ; whilst the remainder became slaves to the Aval's of Hun- 
gary. It was quite possible that some of the present races of Tran- 
sylvania were descended from the Gepidae. The Saxons, however, did 
not aocoi'd with the Gepidse of Procopius and Salvianus, who described 
them as geiu inhiimana, whilst they did, to a great extent, agree with 
the Germans of the jsresent day. The chief difference between the 
Transylvanian Saxon skull on the table and the typical Teuton was 
that the latter was usually orthognathous, whilst the present specimen 
was prognathous ; they were botli, however, brachycephalic. Mr. Pike 
asked for authorities for certain statements in the paper. Most of 
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the facts were vouched for ; nearly fifty authorities would be found 
cited. 

A communication was then made, contributed by Lieut. Eardley 
WiLMOT, " On the Hair of the Hovas of Madagascar," accompanied 
with specimens ; and Dr. Beigel read a report of a microscopic exami- 
nation which he had made of the hair. 

The meeting adjourned, after a short discussion, till the 18th inst. 



May 18th, 1869. 
L. Owen Pike, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair. 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following list of presents was announced, and thanks were voted 
to the donors. 

FOB THE LIBEABY. 

From J. W. Jackson, Esq. — The Argument, d, priori, for the Moral 
Attributes of God (two copies). The necessary Existence of God 
(two copies), W. H. Gillespie. 
From J. Fbasbe, Esq. — Gathering from Grave Yards, by A. Walker. 

The Narrative of Captain David Woodard. 
From Dr. Delgado Jugo. — Discursos leidos en la Sesion inaugural de 
la Socieded Antrop61ogica EsjDaiiola, 21 Feb., 1869, Don Francisco 
F. Gonzalez and Dr. Delgado Jugo. 
From Dr. Jambs Hunt. — M. Edouard Filhol, Dr. F. Gamgou. De la 
Femme dans I'fitat social de son Travail et de sa Eemuneration ; 
M. B. de Perthes ; Congi-ls Medical International de Paris. Kohler- 
glaube und Wissenschaft, Dr. Carl Vogt. Natur Wissensohaft und 
Bibel, A. Wagner. 
From the Society. — Reports of the Royal Society of Northern Anti- 
quaries. 
From the Society. — Proceedings of the Royal Society. 

The Chairman directed attention to the skeleton of a gorilla which 
was standing on the table. He said it had been presented to the 
Society by T. Craston, Esq., and had been contributed and set up by 
private subscription among the Fellows, as such an object was not 
considered to be strictly one to which the general funds of the An- 
thropological Society could be appropriated. It was pronounced to 
be one of the most perfect skeletons in this country. 

The following jpaper, contributed by Mr. Hodder M. Westbopp, 
was then read. 

On the Mythic Age. 
There is no gxeater evidence of the intellectual unity of the human 
race, than the similar and almost identical myths evolved in diflferent 
and remote countries. The human mind pursues the same path 
among all races in its struggle to emerge from darkness into the light 
of civilisation. The same phases of mind follow in orderly sequence. 
One of the most remarkable of these phases is the evolution of the 
mythic period in the progressive development of nations, correspond- 



